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Ordinance No. "7—' OL’

AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE TOWN CF MONTEAGLE ZONING ORDINANCE
WITH REGARDS TO TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITIES AND USES

WHEREAS, it is necessary and beneficiat for the health, safety and welfare of the community to update the
zoning regulations for development of telecommunications facilities in Monteagle; and

WHEREAS, it is important to accommodate the growing need and demand for telecommunications
services while protecting the character of Monteagle and its neighborhaods; and

WHEREAS, there is a need to establish standards for location, aesthetics and compatibility for smalf cell
communication structures and uses, and to update the standards for other kinds of telecommunications
facilities; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to encourage the location and collocation of equipment an existing structures in
order to reduce the need for new towers, thereby, minimizing visual clutter, public safety impacts, and
effects upon the natural environment; and

WHEREAS, there is a need to encourage the availability of affordable, high-speed internet and cellular
telephone access for residents, businesses, schools, governments, emergency responders, tourists, and the
general public; and

WHEREAS it is important to encourage coordination between suppliers and providers of
telecommunications services to maximize use of existing facilities and structures; and

WHEREAS, establishing predictable and balanced regulations within the authority reserved for local land
use determination is in the interest of citizens in Monteagle; and

WHEREAS, there have been recent chances to the mandates of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the
Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, and other applicable federal and state laws fimiting
local discretion to regulate location of personal wireless service facilities; and

WHEREAS, a mechanism for the zoning and permitting of small cell telecommunications uses and an
update of existing zoning provisions for other kinds of telecommunications uses is in the best interest of
the citizens of Monteagle.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Mayor & Aldermen of the Town of Manteagle that:

SECTION 1. Section 2.020 of the Monteagle Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended by adding the
following definition:

Telecommunications Facility. Includes any antenna, tower, base station, mechanical and/or electronic
equipment, conduit, cable, fiber, wire, and associated structures, enclosures, assemblages, devices and
supporting elements that generate, transmit or produce a signal used for communication that is proposed
by an entity other than Town of Monteagle, including but not limited to radio/tv/satellite and broadcast




towers, telephone service, including new microwave or cellular towers, PWSF, DAS, small cell facilities, and
COWs. For additional definitions pertaining to telecommunications facilities, see Section 4.170.

SECTION 2. Section 4.170 of the Monteagle Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended by deleting all
current text and inserting the following:

4,170 Telecommunications Facilities

A,

Purpose and Intent. This section establishes guidance and requirements for the location,
construction, and compatibility of telecommunications facilities within Monteagle. These
regulations, which include applicable provisions from the Telecommunications Act of 1996,
Section 640%(a) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, FCC rulings, and
caselaw, are intended to enable providers to meet the growing demand for
telecommunications services while minimizing adverse impacts such facilities may have on
nearby properties. These regulations are further intended to protect public safety, ensure
compatibility with adjacent land uses, protect community assets including historic resources,
reduce adverse visual impacts, and discourage unnecessary proliferation of wireless facilities.

Section Definitions. Due to the technical nature and precise meaning of certain words used in
regulation of telecommunications facilities, the following definitions shall apply to this
section. Other words and meanings shall have their standard dictionary meaning or definition
as given in Section 2.02.

Alternative Structure. A structure that is not primarily constructed for the purpose of holding
antennas but on which one or more antennas may be mounted, including but not limited to
buildings, water tanks, pole signs, billboards, church steeples, electric power transmission
poles/towers, and streetlights.

Antenna. Any apparatus designed for the transmitting and/or receiving of electromagnetic
waves, including telephonic, radio or television communications. Types of elements include
omni-directional (whip) antennas, sectionalized or sectorized (panel) antennas, multi or single
bay (FM & TV), yagi, or parabaolic {dish) antennas, or any other antenna elements approved by
the enforcement officer.

Base Station. A structure or equipment at a fixed location that enables wireless
telecommunications between user equipment and a communications network. Examples
include transmission equipment mounted on a rooftop, water tank, silo, or other
aboveground structure other than a tower. The term does not encompass a tower as defined
herein or any equipment associated with a tower. "Base Station” includes, but is not limited
to: equipment associated with wireless telecommunications services such as private,
broadcast, and public safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless services and fixed wireless
services such as microwave backhaul; radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial or fiber optic cable,
regular and backup power supplies, and comparable equipment, regardless of technological
configuration (including Distributed Antenna Systems and small-cell networks); any structure
other than a tower that, at the time the application is filed, supports or houses equipment
described in this definition that has been reviewed and approved under the applicable zoning
or siting process, even if the structure was not built for the sole or primary purpose of



providing such support. "Base station” does not include any structure that, at the time the
application is filed, does not support or house wireless communication equipment.

Breakpoint Technolegy. The engineering design of a monopole, or any applicable support
structure, wherein a specified point on the monopole is designed to have stresses
concentrated so that the point is at least fiva percent (5%) more susceptible to failure than
any other point along the monopale so that in the event of a structurat failure of the
manopole, the failure will occur at the breakpoint rather than at the base plate, anchor hoits,
or any other point on the monopaole.

Collocation. The mounting or installation of transmission equipment on an eligible support
structure for the purposes of transmitting and/or receiving radio frequency signals for
communications purposes so that installation of a new support structure in not required,
including eligible facilities requests and quatified collocation requests.

Cellular on Wheels (COW). A temporary PWSF placed on property to provide short term,
high-velume telecommunications services to a specific location and which can be easily
removed from the property.

Distributed Antenna System (DAS). A system consisting of: (1) a number of remote
communications nodes deployed throughout the desired coverage area, each including at
least one antenna for transmission and reception; (2} a high-capacity signal transport medium
(typically fiber optic cable) connecting each node to a central communications hub site; and
(3) radio transceivers located at the hub site (rather than at each individual node as is the case
for smalt cells) to process or control the communications signals transmitted and received
through the antennas.

Eligible Facilities Request. Any request for modification of an existing tower or base station
that does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station,
involving: collocation of new transmission equipment; remaval of transmission equipment; or
replacement of transmission equipment.

Eligible Support Structure. Any tower or base station existing at the time the application is
filed. For purposes of this ordinance, the definition of "eligible support structure” shall include
utility structures currently hosting fiber, cable, and wire.

Existing. A constructed tower or base station is “existing” if it has been reviewed and
approved under the applicable zoning or siting process, or under another state or local
regulatory review process. A tower that has not been reviewed and approved because it was
not in a zoned area when it was built, but was lawfully constructed, is “existing” for purposes
of this definition.

Pedestrian Travelway. The portion of a sidewalk or multi-use path intended to facilitate the
unobstructed through-movement of pedestrians and/or bicyciists.

Personal Wireless Service Facility (PWSF). Any staffed or unstaffed location for the
transmission and/or reception of radio frequency signals or other persanal wireless
communications, including commercial mobile services, unlicensed wireless services, wireless






